Episcopal Church of South Sudar

Diocese of Kajo Keji

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

P.C. Box 183! Mogi or P.O. Box ‘Hl')‘i Juba

Dear partners,
RE: APPEAL FOR HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION IN KAJO-KEJI

Following credible reports of spontancous return of refugees and Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) in Kajo-Keji County, Central Equatoria State, Republic of South Sudan and subsequent
outcries of starvation and desperation from the citizenry, we as the prophetic voices of the
voiceless do hereby appeal to your esteemed offices for timely humanitarian intervention to save
precious lives.

The spontaneous return is a risky undertaking itself coupled with lockdown measures imposed to
curb the spread of Corona Virus thus posing returnees to a state of despair since they lack food,
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clean drinking water and worst of all; they face political and economic insecurity. It is some sort
of triple crises.

Food assistance is the first priority as a first aid for the returnees to cultivate their own food. This
could be termed as food for work. Next should be some activities for sustainability of livelihood.
Remember, it is a new beginning for original denizens whose promising livelihood had been
disrupted by violence. There is also need to build trust, confidence and hope of the returnees
through reintegration programmes.

Assessment reports indicate that there are already 153,802 returnees in Kajo-Keji County.
103,266 are male while 50,536 are female. Details of the statistics specify that there are 60,084
people in Western Kajo-Keji (Liwolo), 50,335 people in South-Eastern Kajo-Keji (Kangapo),
30,730 people in Central Kajo-Keji (Lire) and 12,653 in Northern Kajo-Keji (Nyepo) as of
March, 2020.

There is probably additional influx of people in late March and April, 2020 following
exasperating news in Uganda that refugee food rations were reduced by 50 percent due to
COVID-19 erisis. Many South Sudanese were seen crossing Uganda borders through thick and
thin to Kajo-Keji to avert imminent starvation and penury in refuge. Unfortunately, misfortune
seems to dog them since most found their plantations scorched over the three years of conflict.

The situational analysis of the people is described as ‘dire’. As people of God in the world of
humanity and humanitarianism, we urge your esteemed desks to stretch helping hands to these
extremely vulnerable individuals.

Let us turn up as the true shepherds of the flock to sustain lives to the fullest. Remember, the
thieves only appear to steal, kill and destroy. (John 10:10)

The greatest teacher, Jesus Christ, has taught us to practise benevolent giving to the needy for
God’s glory and the good of His people as written in the gospel of Matthew 6:1-4.

May we, therefore; scale up efforts to save lives and sustain them to the fullest through our
concerted efforts in the name of the Living God!

Amen.

Yours in service,

Bishop of the Diocese of Kajo-Keji



